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Hours: September throuah May

Prayer — 2:00 am
Sunday School for all ages — 915 am
Warship Service — 10:30 am

Hours: Memorial Day though Laboer Day

Prayer — 9:30 am
Waorship Service — 10:00 am




PASTOR’S 2007 ANNUAL REPORT
Pastor Dan Vesta

Greelings in the name of our wonderful Lord and Savior, Jeaus Christ!

The past year represented many wonderful and exciting happenings al QOakdale Community
Church. September marked the two-year annivarsary of my coming 1o Oakdale, and it has been
another great year of experence and continued leaming. God has been so incredibly good and
faithful in leading and guiding us as we have continued to grow in numbers, in knowledge of his
word, and in love for one anather.

| continued in a sermon series that | had actually begun in February 2006—"0Once Upon A
Time"—which basically meant starting at Genesis 1 and telling Bible stories. The Bible not orly
offars great stores but terdfic lessons that still resonate wilh us today. We completed the Old
Testament and transitioned into the New Testament with a look at intertestamental events,
those events in historic time that occurred between the end of the Old Testament and the
begirning of the New Testament. This series will continue in 2008—and probably beyond.

As with any sermon sares, thare were interruplions—some of them expected, even lookod
forward 1o, and others where God simply seemed to be exarting his leadership at the moment.
We took the time to look at and appreciate such annual events as Palm Sunday and Easter,
Mothers and Fathers Days, graduation and Thanksgiving. As our nation was shocked by the
shooting tragedy at Virginia Tech University in April, we broke from our series to talk about fear
in-an often scary world, and how trust in God can bring us through those times. Itis such a joy
and comfort to know that God is bigger than anything with which this world can confront us.

Speaking of graduation, our church family joined in celebration this year as we congratulated
Lavra Peterson (Bethel College) and Hayley Vesta (River Falls High School) for their academic
achisvements.

One wonderful sign of growth occurred this past fall, as our first "new membaers” class began to
meet with me as pan of our Sunday School schedule. We have five adults taking that class with
the expectation of joining our fellowship as members, What & great blessing to us all, that God
is bringing new people with new falents, ablities and passions into our church,

As we prepared 1o move into our summer schedule, we also gathered for a “cefebration
Sunday” on May 20 whera we looked back on the blessings of the past year of Sunday Schoal,
choir and the other ministries in which we have been privileged to parlicipate. We even were
able to take advantage of our beautiful summaer weather by having three ouldoor worship
servicas—the last Sundays in June, July and August.

The Christmas season featurad a series called "Ready Or Net, Here He Comes,” where we
looked at the different people Involved in the original Christmas story, how it impacted them, and
how that translates to how people are impacted by the Christmas story today. And, because of
Ihe growth with which we have been blesscd, we ware able to celebrate Christmas Eve with a
traditional candlelight service nol once but twice, with services at both 5:00 p.m. and 11:00 p.m.
All together, scme 70 pecple were able to make our services part of their Christmas calabration!
What a special tima that was

God blessed us with soma wonderful growth, as a number of visitors became frequent and
steady attendees at our services. We liave been privileged to welcome new faces, new talents,
new passions, new perspectives. God Is at work weaving a wonderful tapestry here al Oakdale,
and this past yaar saw some of that work in very visible terms. God continued to bring new
peaple through our doors throughout 2007; 22 individual households were represented by our
vigitors, making a lolal of 74 households that have visited since Septembar 2005. | have bean

e lo maintain contast with all our visitors by msans of letters (publicizing upcoming special
events here at Oakdale) and telephone calls.

We conlinue using a "worship team” in our maming worship, allowing for the Inclusion of some
of our more contemporary Christian praise music in our services. We continue to maintain a
blend of music with our traditionzl hymns continuing to be an imporiant par of our worship
experience. And of course, cur "share & prayer” opporiunity lo share both praises and prayer
items continues to be an important part of our worship senvice as well.

Mosl of 2007 also saw a Sunday afternoon Bible study. Following our lunch break after the
morning service, wa got back together to study the Scriptures (spending our time in the gospal
of Mark} and look at some questions about the Bible, church and anything else we wani to lopk
al. We also have the opportunity to complete a video series on Islam, which wa found very
informative and relevant. Busy schedules often prasented quite a hazard to enjeying the
continuity | would have liked, but we do plan to continue 1o maet in 2008, looking both at Bible
study and at relevant video series as we have that opportunity.

One of the ways God bessed us in 2007 was that there were no deaths in our immediate
Oakdale family. While our families certainly faced challenges of health, aging and other issues,
God brought us through all these times as only his faithtul love can.

The new year of 2008 will undoubtedly bring some challenges as God continues 1 mokd us and
make us. Plans are being made in early 2008 for a baptizmal service, celebrating the
continuing advent of Jesus Christ in paople's lives—a mast fundamental reason for the
existance of this thing we call the church. We also hope to continue to expand the quaniity and
quality of music our praise team uses during our worship time (and of coursa, new participation
in our praise team is always welcoma).

We are very excited to have new audio equipment in placa early in 2008, allowing, among other
things, to bring soma forms of drama (skits, plays, etc.) into cur worship experionces hara at
Oakdale.

We are also looking at opporiunities for community ministy cutside the walls of Oakdala, God
has placed us at this place, at this time, for his purpases. We will continue to seek his leading
as these opporiunities present themselves. Because of our location, we continue o have a
neighborhood right at our doorstep to reach out to with the gespel. We continue to have
spiritual growth to attain, both individually and as a body of believers, all so that we can
accomplish the purpose(s) to which God has called and formed Oakdale o be His Son's
presence al this place and at this time in the world. | will also continue to be looking to
incorporate opportunitios for Bibla study, prayer and fellowship into our church life. Spiritual
growth must always be a passionate desire and geal for us all!

| thank you all for the warmth which you continue to extend to me and my family here at
Oakdale, and | thank you again for the wonderful privilege that you have aflowed me in
pastoring this church family. | ask that you continue to pray for me as | seek God's wisdom and
leading in this glorious venture. May everything ever said, sung and done at Cakdale
Community Church be to God's honaor and glory.

God bless!
In His Service,

Pastor Dan Vesta




2007 TRUSTEES ANNUAL REFPORT

This year, 2007, was a busy year for the Trustees. Thank you to everyone who helped in
s0 many ways. We realize that several of our projects were expensive in 2007, Weare
also very aware that money does not grow on trees. 1t comes from your hard wark and
vour generosity. Special thanks also to those who have gone on before us, leaving
memorial money [or the we of Christ™s Church. [ trust we have wsed the money
tespansibly.

Projects this year included:

-New carpet in the Narthex & Sanctuary

-Air conditioning for the Narthex, Offices, & Fellowship Hall, We also put security
fences around the outside AC units.

-Storm damage took the Cross off the roof of the Church. We will replace that in some
way in 2008,

-Jeremy Niclsen cut down a dead tree for us,

-Cliff Rodah] did some finishing work on the Fellowship Hall.

We rebuill a free-standing wall in the Fellowship Hall for the Children’s Chureh.
-We painted chairs and tables for the Children's Sunday School class.

-One of our 3 furnaces died, so we replaced that

-We hired snow removal again. John takes care of the grass.

-Several of these projects involved moving furniture in and out.

-And there is the usual adjusting and tightening and lubing.

In 2008, the Trustees will continue to work to keep the building and grounds in good
shape.

=Pastor Dan & Mathan Apderson have been working on Audio-Visual upgrades in the
Sanctuery. This will also include some building security changes,

Several basement classrooms are due for remedeling, painting, elc.

-We will be replacing the water fountain in the Narthex.

-The Sanctuary windows need new weather-stripping,

-We have 2 plan for controlling the basement flooding. We'll see if this plan works,
-And, as with your home, the unexpeeted always ccours,

“HI08 is a major election year (Presidential Election). Dakdale is a polling place for West
§t Paul, That means we will be hosting voters in September & November.

Again, thank you for vour help, and encouragement. In 2008, we welcome Aaron
Anderson on the Trustees Board.

Respectfully submitied,
John Peterson (for the Board)
Lloyd Laska
Beverly Long
Gordon Plorin

FOQOD SHELF

As Christians, we reach cthers with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. One way we
do that is to care for their physical neads.
For years at Oakdale, we have had on cngoing food collection (the box
was always there). This food went lo the foed shelf at Neighbors, in South
5t Poul. However, most of the fime, most of us forgol 1o bring any food,
aven though we intended to.
Starling in 2008, we will fry somelhing new. We will collec! food lor just 2
menths (March & July). There will be several advantages to this oppreach:
“We will cadverlise & promate the lood collection more at those fimes.
-It will be easier to remember.
-And in March, Mirnesota Foodshare has @ parlial maich.
As we have been, we will confinue fo senf a portion of our mission giving
each month to MNe'ghbors.

Gueshions? Ask John Pelerson 651-498-8420

TUESDAY BIBLE STUDY
We centinue te meel each Tuesday at 10:00am, at the home of Clarice
Ulven and Jean Barrett.
-This year we finished our study of the New Testoment books of Galafians.,
Ephesians, Philippians & Colossians.
-We spent most of 2007 in the Old Testament book of Proverbs.

At Thanksgiving & Advent, we studied Scriplures related fo those events.
In 2008, we will bagin with a 2 week study of the events of Holy Week. [this
will also be done in the Adult Sunday School Class)

Then we will study the Old Testament “Minor Propheis” (fhe last 12 books
of ihe Old Testament]. {this wil alio be done in Sunday School)
For an excursion, 2 imes we went 1o the Como Conservatory,

Questions? Ask John Peterson 651-4678-B420

CHURCH CLERK
Membership as of January |, 2007 78
Members received in 2007 0
Members lost in 2007
By transter to anather church 1
{Paula Johnsen)
Correction from 2006 1
{death of David Long)
Membership as of December 31, 2007 Te

Respectiully submitted,
John Peterson, Church Clerk
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BIBLE STUDIES- A variety of adult study opporfunities were
provided this year at Oakdale. Tha Tuesday morning Bible study
continued to meet weekly at Jean Barrett and Clarice Ulven's home.
An adult Bible study was also available every Suncay morning
throughout the school year during the Sunday School hour, (See the
Sunday School report for more details.) Also, Paster Dan offered a
Sunday afternoon Bible study looking at a video series on Islam and
answering questions about the faith es requested by the group
members,

FAMILY EVENTS- The Board sponsored several family activities
+hroughout the year. These included: a ladies’ outing for tea af the
Victorian Tea House in Woodbury, trips to Como Conservatery, a
sleigh ride, game nights and several potlucks.

HOLY SPIRIT COMFEREMNCE AT GREEN LAKE- Mo one attended
the Hely Spirit Conference this year, but our housing is reserved for
the July 5-11, 2008 summer conference. See Deb and John Peterson
for more details as the summer approaches!
SERVICE PROJECTS- The Board sponsored several projects that
were generously supported by the congregation. Winter clothes were
collected and delivered to Dakota Woodlands Shelter in Inver Grove
Heights. School supplies were donated to Meighbors in So. 5t, Paul, A
Christmas family (registered with Neighbors in So, 5t. Paul) received
gifts and money for groceries at Christmas. We also collected
shoeboxes for Samaritan's Purse at Christmas to suppart children in
need around the warld
STAMPING DAYS- A group metf af our church approximately every
other month to learn new stamping and card-makirg techniques.
There was always laughter and conversation as people worked on
projects to share with their families end friends. The hostess of the
month provided a brief devotion and the treats for the afternoon.
Come and join us!
PRAYER- At each quarterly meeting, we prayed for cll the Sunday
School teachers, Bible study leaders, children, teens, and adults
involved in Sunday School and weekday Bible studies. We are
committed to praying for the spiritual growth of each member of our
church family.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Stevens Peterson




























