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Oakdale Community Church
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West St. Paul, MN 55118

Who kas ever given to God,
that God should repay fim?
For [rom fitm and Rrough kim
and to fitm are all things.
70 fiim be the glory forever.
Amen.
Romans 11 3536

PASTOR'S 2004 ANNUAL REFORT
Pastor Cory J. Rintala

Greetings in the name of our Chief Shepherd, Jasus Christ!

May | say that my summary can hardly be an annual report, for | have served
at Oakdale for 1/3 of the year! Nevertheless, by God's grace here is a report!
@

Jesus Christ is our Chief Shepherd. As one of His under-shepherds, | have
the responsibility of leading the sheep back to the Great Shepherd. As a one
of His sheep, have you ever wandered from the fold? We all like sheep have
gone astray, yet in His love, He has sought out the wandering sheep. Truly
His oversight and shepherding is worthy of our trust; He can lead us more than
salisfactorily.

How enjoyable and interesting it has been lo serve the Lord Jesus here at
Oakdale! It is interesting to learn of how different church families operate.
Just as the operation of households varies from family to family, so the
operation of church families varies. What may be assumed, understood, or
practiced in one local body is not necessarly assumed, undersiood, or
practiced in another local body. | am still leaming Qakdale, slill meeting
people in the community, and sfill discovering some of Oakdale's rich historyl

My current ministry is primarily here at Oakdale serving as your interim
minister. For the past 6 years | have assisted a small, rural church in Boy
River, Minnesota. Boy River has a population of 38 and is the smallest
incorporated city in Cass County. So quiet, you can hear yourself think! Once
a month, | travel up north 200 miles to share a message from God's Word.
This flock of believers faithfully assembles to follow the same Chief Shepherd
Whom we worship here in West S§1. Paul, however their size is not “attractive”
to most prospective ministers. Dare we despise the day of small things?
(Zechariah 4:10). This last year, God answered my prayer by providing
consistent co-laborers- a group of Godly men who preach and minister on a
scheduled rotation. This rotation has provided consistency and additional
leadership for this rural flock.

Various folk have inquired as to my education. My undergraduate degree is a
Bachelors of Science in Secondary Education form Pensacola Christian
College. My graduate degree is a Masters of Biblical Studies from Central
Baptist Theological Seminary In Plymouth, MN. | am pursuing a 2™ graduate
degree called the Masters of Divinity; this is the “standard” pastoral degree.




Because | am bi-vocationally involved in church ministry and in secular
employment of drivers’ education, | am taking the remaining coursework only
as time and finances permit.

| have enjoyed assembling for our Morning Prayer before the Sunday Service;
this prayer time serves as a way of recognizing the One on Whom we are
depending and the One to Whom we are offering worship. Consider joining us
at 9:10 AM.

Pastors {or under-shepherds) are instructed to “Preach the Word." This is
more than an aspiration, but rather a command from the Chief Shepherd. |
appreciate the privilege of opening the Word of God to you. We have
considered just some of what it means to say that Jesus is our Chief
Shepherd. We have remembered the work of Christ through observance of
the Lord's Supper. We have taken a glance at the Incarnation of the Word and
how the glory of Jesus Christ was witnessed. May the Lord take what we have
studied, and use it to glorify Himself.

The Christmas Eve Candlelight & Communion was a special service. While
several from our flock were absent due to the holiday, we were blessed with
quite a few guests. In the evening's message, we acknowledged that God
Incarnate is the mast trustworthy, spiritual warranty on which we can depend!
Full of grace and fruth!

Biblically without faith it is impossible to please God here at Oakdale. From
whence cometh faith? Faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of
God. As the flock of His sheep, at what pasfures will we be found when the
Chief Shepherd retums? Are we committed to His Word as Our Guide for
2005, or will we lean on plans made by our own understanding?

May the Bible be the green pastures and still waters for our souls, regardiess
of the life circumstances that may occur this year. To the extent that we are
committed to the Word of God, we will have the Lord's abounding blessing and
we will not be ashamed!

Thank you for the opportunity io shepherd the flock at Oakdalel

Your interim under-shepherd,

Pastor Cory Rintala

BOARD OF CHRISTIAMN EDUCATION
2004

Thank you for your involvement and suppert of the following activities end service
projects sp-ortsomd by the Board of Christian Education this year:

TEACHER TRAIMIMNG-5ix pecple ottended a workshop on Sumimer
Ministries at Grace Lutheran Church in Arden Hills in Joanuary, ‘We
received many ideas for Bible School, Children's Church, family
events, and other outreach oppertunities,

SECRET FRIEMDS- Kim Plorin (clong with the sneaky assistance of
Arlene. Laska) coordinated our Secret Friends program. Pecple of all
ages had an epportunity to pray for and encourage another member
of the congregation through anomymous gifts and messoges, A
potiuck dinner was held in conjunction with a time of revealing
identities and expressing our appreciation To our Secret Friends,
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHER RECOGNITION AMD DERDICATION-
In May, our Sunday School teachers were honored by the
congregation for their service 1o our church family, Kim Plorin
presented them with gift certificates to Northwestern Bookstore.
We also presented a Bible to Mick Voiat on this Sunday, In
September, the new teachers were intraduced and dedicated.
FAMILY EVEMNTS- The Board sponsered several family activities
throughout the year. These included: a family Soup Supper and Movie
night, a family picnic at Thompson Park, a family game night, and
several potlucks,

HOLY SPIRIT COMFERENCE AT GREEN LAEKE- Eight members of
our church family attended this year's cenference at the American
Baptist Assembly Grounds in Green Lake, Wisconsin, There wos a
mistake made in the registration office so instead of staying in our
usual rustic cabin, we were forced to stay in o luxurious, air
conditioned summer house on the loke. In spite of this extremely
disappointing development, we had a wonderful week! We heard
speakers who instructed us in how to present the Gospel message to
Muslim and Hindu people. We also ate many delicious meals and
treats! This seminar is open to everyone in our church and we invite
you to join us at the 2005 conference on July 9-16,

SERVICE PROJECTS-The Board sponsored severel projects that
were generously supperted by the congregatien, Winter clothes were
collected and delivered to Dokota Woodlands Shelter in Inver Grove
Heights. School supplies were donated to MNeighborhood House. A
Christmas family received gitts and money for groceries,




-

STAMPING DAYS- A group met at our church approximately every
other month o learn new stamping and card-making technigues.
There is always much laughter and conversation as everyone warks on
projects to share with their families and friends. The hostess of the
month provides o short devotion and the treats for the afterncon.
Come and join usl
CHILDREN'S CHURCH-Children's Church started in Nevember and
was of fered each week. The theme for this school year was "The
Fruits of the Spirit". Each menth a different “fruit" was discussed
and a person from the Bible was used to illustrate that
characteristic. For example, in Movember the Fruit of the Spirit was
faithfulness, We talked about how Daniel was feithful to God by
continuing to pray even when King Darius made a low ogainst praying
to God. Daniel trusted God ond did what he knew was right. Alse,
God was faithful fo Daniel when He sent an angel to close the lions®
mouths, Children were olso invelved in service projects during
Children's Church. They mede Thanksgiving cards that were mailed to
all the shut-ing, and painted Christmas tree ormaments for everyone
in the church, Children's Church is being led by Deb and Laura
Peterson.
BIBLE STUDIES- A variety of adult study opportunities were
provided this year at Oakdale. The Tuesday morning Bible study
continued to meet weekly and is currently being held at Jean Barrett
and Clarice Ulven's home. An adult Bible study was available every
Sunday merning throughout the Sunday Schoal hour. {See the Sunday
Scheol repert for more details.)
PRAYER- At each monthly meeting, we prayed for all the Sunday
School teachers, Bible study leaders, children, teens and adults
invalved in Sunday School and weekday Bible studies. We are
commitfed To praying for the spiritual growth of each member of our
church family.

Respectfully submitted,

Debra Stevens Peterson

Trustee’s Report

The greatest accomplishment of 2004 was the completion of the Church Office by an outside
contractor. He afso installed the half-moon window (purchased some time ago) and put the
molding around it, as well as replaced the wealher stripping on the front doors. The job took
about 6 weeks and everyone seemed pleased with the outcome,

Other work done by the Trustes(s) in 2004 was:

- put up a clothes pole and shelf in the choir robe closet

- assembled metal and wood sheives and placed in CE and jantors closets

- finished assembiy of office furniture

- ingtalled new set-back thermostats in sanctuary, narthex and fellowship hall

- moved the Memornal Plaque

- purchased a case for Russ Rau's flag and hung it by the Memarial Flaque

- took down the old bullstin board and hung new board on opposite wall

- hauled away the trash from downstairs

- had the carpets and chairs cleaned

- cleaned up the Church yard with help frem John Petersan and tha Anderson boys

A few of the things we would like to accomplish in 2005 are:

- finish painting and carpet malding in young aduft (teens) Sunday Scheol roam
- painting of the narthex and sanctuary

- purchase an exterior sign

- remodel exisling upstairs rest rooms (outside contractor)

Lioyd Laska
Trustee

The Deacons have been active this year,

+ We have prepared and served communion the first Sunday of every month and
Christmas Eve.

+ We met with Pastor Cory.

+ This year we have had 2 more active role in the preparation of the Worship
Service. Because of the many different pastors we have had this vear, we now
have a Worship leader each week. They pick their own hymns and have led us
wonderfully. The Worship leaders this year have been;

Deb Peterson, Laura Peterson; Betty Carter, Kim Plorin: Nathan
Anderson; Rich Hagberg & Pastor Cory Rintala.
We wish to thank each of them for their dedication to make our service a
worshipful experience,

+ As always, we have prayed for God's continuing mercy and grace for everyone

here at Oakdale Community Church,

Pat Anderson




Bethel's websile was overwhelming. We began meeting weekly at the end of June, interview-
ing ten pastoral candidates for the position. This brought us through the month of September
and into aarly October

We seriously considered threa candidates, giving you, the congregation, the chance to meet
these individuals and to ask questions of them. Since the Commiltee did not have a unani-
mous vole on a panticular candidate, Cory Rintala was asked lo serve as our interim pastor
and was given a six-manth contract beginning Movember 1, 2004,

The committes tock a much needed break during the holidays, and now intends to return to
the task of looking for a parmanent pastor in February. We have discussed placing another
advertiisement on Bethel's website and picking up the pace from there once again.

Rich Hagberg resigned his position as member-at-large on the committee stating that it is oo
difficult to serve adequataly by long distance,

We continue 1o seek God's guidance through this process as we know that He has chosen the
perfect leader for us. Your continued prayer, support, and encouragement are much appreci-
ated.

Kim Plarin
Chair, Pastoral Search Committee
L E R R E R R R R R T T P T T T T ]
Church Clerk Report

Membership December 31, 2003 - 82

Members lost in 2004
By death;
Loretta Bunn 1-4-04
Florine Frischkorn 2-4-04
Kay Banish 7-4-04

Membership December 31, 2004 - 79

Conna McKissock
Clerk

An Invitation Especially for Youl

When: Sunday Mornings

Time: 9:30 - 10:30 AM

Where: Dakdale Community Church

For: Singing, praising, fellowship, & Bible study.

No RSVP required!

Get your week of to a great start by joining us each Sunday moming. You'll have
the oppertunity to sing songs of praise, listen to stories, delve into the Bible, and
fellowship with one another. You'll also be able to snack on sumptuous morsels
served with juice and steaming hot coffee (just in case you don’t have time for
breakfast).

Nathan Anderson and Laura Petersaon are prepared weekly to teach any little ones
through the sixth grade. John Peterson & Gordon Plorin (when able) faithfully
continue to guide our young adults. Adult Bible study is diligently led by Deb
Peterson. We've enjoyed studies on Prayer and Spiritual Warfare - a video
presentation by Reverend Greg Boyd. Wee have lively discussions, read the Bible,
share personal testimonies and pray together.

It's a wonderful way to rejuvenate one's seif.

Isalah 40:31 Is a wonderful promise that reminds us that “*Those who walt upon
the Lord shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings of eagles; they
shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.

We look forward Lo seeing you!

Kim Plorin
Church School Director
CELEEL I ELTEER T PP R e n e e e LR L e PR e D R e ]
USHERS REPORT

The ushers have missed the guidance of Gordon Plorin this year while he served
our country in Afghanistan and his battle with poor health since his return. He
taught us well, however, and we have available to greet people every Sunday
moaming as well as take offering.

The ushers have always enjoyed the opportunity to serve the pastor, the congre-
gation, and our Lord during the worship services, We look forward to another
yedr.

Aaron Anderson Joskyn Lindahl
Jared Anderson Laura Peterson
Nathan Anderson Gordon Plorin






















