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PASTOR'S REPORT

OAEDALE COMMUNITY CHURCH

1983 is gone and ahead lies the challenge of a new year. I, for ons,
am very excited about all the possibllities that lie shead in servias
to our Lord. Of course, we must admit that a new year does bring with
it certain anxietlies and uncertainties, however, thers is nothing to
fear for those who serve the Lord. For Christians the passage of

time means just that much ocloser to His raturn.

Many possitive things have happened over the past year, As you read

this annual report, you will see that a great deal has been ascom-
o pPlished by you mll. Let us all praise God for the blessings He has

given us, but beware lest we fall into the trap of contentment with

past accomplishments. We should mlways lsarn from what we have dene

but never become slaves of the past. There 1s stlll so mush for us
all to mcoomplish in service to our Lord. The Apostle Faul wrote
long ago to the Philippian Church exhorting them to forget what is
past and to "press on to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal
for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus." (Philip=
pians 3:12-14)
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Christ did not merely teach and speak about the gospel, He lived it.
The Gospel ocalls us to motion. Thus, each of uas, as good stewards
of God's gifts, are ocalled to use our time, talents and resources to
tha glory of God. Our Christian stewardship means much more than
money and material possessions. There are many other dimenslons to
atewardship:
(1) Time: How well do you use your time? Are
you too busy to find time to do the Lord's
work? Use your time well for esach of us has
only been allotted so much.
(2) Talent and ability: Wa all have them, but
do wa put them to use for the work of our
Lord? God.expects us to use our talents and
abilities, but we are to use them in his
service,
(3) Creation: God's ecreation i= wonderful and
beautiful, and we have been charged to keep
1066 CABRIE STREET it that way. We should not litter our world
WEST 8T. PAUL, MINNESOTA 55118 or help to pollute it in any way. Also re-
PHONE (612) 457-3866 member our bodies which are the temple of
. the Holy Spirit, take care of it. ex-
peots us to take care of our world and our-
galves.
{4) Possessions: These are much more than
money. They inolude the tithe, but they
flso eover what we do with the nine-tenths
left over. The way in which we manage ocur
resources is a part of Christian stewardship.
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This year 1let us pull together. Take time to be present with the
Lord on Sundays. Take time to study God's word. Take time to pray
to our Pather in Heaven, Flace God as the priority in your 1lifs,

I can't guarantee that by doing these things you wlll become rich,
famous or even good looking, but one thing is for sure, you will have
that "peace that passes all understanding". Let us all pray that
1984 will bs the year that we, as a local body of believers, will
rededicate our lives to the service of our Lord. As Faul sald te
the Philipplan Church, "let us hold true to what we have attained."
(Philippians 3:16)

Walk with Ged,
Eric W. MeGarrah, Fastor

CHURCH CLERK'S REPORT

Membership as of January 1, 1983 cecccacc-- 158
New Members received in 1983 wececmcmmcmuea 5
Withdrawals by death - — 1
Transfer by letter - ———— - 0
Membership as of January 1, 1984 cameae__ - 162

Florine Prischkorn, Church Clark

DIACONATE REPORT

The year of 1983 was really quite productive for Oakdale Church. We
hive meetings once a month to discuss ways to make our ohurch more
effective, aas well as ways to make thas services rleasing to th2 entire
congregation. We are open to all suggestions.

Ws also assisted Pastor Eric in visiting and serving commumion to
people in their homes.

Laurin Bunn, Chalrman
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STEWARDSHIP AND FINANCE COMMITTEE

In comparing the budget for 1984 with the budget for 1983, you will
find some rather large increases in some items and others reduwesd or
laft unchanged. However, some of the increases are already met by
spacial offerings. Overall, we feel the changes and addltiong are
zoing to be easier to understand and shortfalls more easily destected.

1983 has been a gzood year, a year in which we made several great
improvements, such as blecktopping the parking lot, a beautiful new
sign and the purchase of the new soanner and copy machine, A part
of this was made by using Memorial Funds, but the greater part by
special offerings and pledges.

Altogether, it has been a good year in almost every way. I have

been especlally pleased by the way Fastor Eric has taken an interest
in the work of almost all the committees, making helpful suzgestions,
working together and helping to develop new ideas where needsd. Both
Eric and Jo have been of assistance in teaching, counseling and work-
ing together with such functions as the pig roast and spaghetti and
sauerkraut dinners. They alsoc used these funotions to becoms soquaint-
ed with the community at large. In short, they ware there whenaver an
extra hand was neaeded.

In closing, I would like to thank each and everyone for the ways in
which our needs were met for the speclal offerings. PEach glving ac-
cording to their abllities of God's Tithes and their offerings. Some-
times it seems we are asking too much, but with God working in our
lives, our needs are always met. May the Lord continue to Bless our
Paople and our Church, in 1984 and in the years ahead.

Hegpectfully submitted on behalf
of the Finance Committes,
Henry A« Gretsfeld, Jr., Chalrman

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION BOARD ANNUAL HEPORT

This year was a fairly buasy one in the Christian Education Board. Some
of the events we diseussed/help plan included a Japanese dinner, an
Fastar program, summer Sunday School sessions, Vacation Bible Schoel,
children's Bible studies, a Thanksglving basket, Advent services, a
Chrlstmas project (food items sent to the Neighborhood House, & Chriast-
mas play, and & Christmas Eve service, which had to be cancelled duve to
gavars weather),

pur thanks to Darryl for continuing to organize and serve great monthly
breakfasts throughout the year, Also, thanks to Darryl and Jackie for
their great work with the Youth Cholr. The Youth Cholr always adds so
much to services in which they sing.
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This year we aleso dedided to get the Youth Group golng strong. After
much prayer, several meetings and much brainstorming and discussions,
it was decided to advertise for and hirea youth director from ocutside
of the church. A position description, budget and a series of adver-
tisements were designed. After several interviews of very able candi-
dates, the sub-committee recommended the hiring of John Ellison in
November. The senior youth group was started, and reports are that
John is doing a very good job. We wish to extend a welcome te Jehn,
and we wish to thank the Bullder's Group for their show of support
through financial backing.

411 in all, it's been an sxciting year, and we have a lot left to do.

I want to thank every member of the CE Board for their support and

attendance. 4nd a special thanks to Darlene for helping out so often
and so welll

Baverly Long, Chairperson

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT

The Sunday School had another year of growing and learning. We had
up to eight classes this year. Our teachers were: Jo McGarrah -
Pre-school; Darlene Panushim - 1st/2nd grade (at present this class
is empty as all the students have graduated to the 3rd grade);
Jeanette Bunn - 3rd/4th grede (the Koalas); Bev Long - 5th/6th grads
(the "A" class); Pastor McGarrah - Junior High (started in September),
Torry Eggum - Senior High; Jim Bunn - Young Adult; Pastor MeGarrah
(tlll September), Laurin Punn (after September) - Adult Class. Jim
Bunn was the aselstant Sunday School Superintendent, and Jackie
Sczepaneki was our planist, junior choir director and Sundsy School
Secretary. Thanks to these dedicated people, wa have a growing and
caring Sunday Sohool,

Beglides our classes, singing, bible exercises, memory verses, stories
and monthly breakfasts, we tried many new ideas, Some of them wers;

A premotion Sunday and plenie - a day to recognize those going into a
new Sunday School olass. We visited Falth Chureh to see Sister Cebri-
ni and to help celebrate their 100th anniversary. We had two new
classes, one for junlior high students and, for several months, a claaa
for young adults. PFor Thanksgziving we gave a food basket to the Nelgh-
borhood House, We also sent them a food basket for Christmas as well
ag food and gifts to a neighbor. Florine Frisshkorn and the kids azsin
baked and sent cookles to missiona. We started having classes in the
eummer this year. We had films, singing, study and games. The average
attendancs for the summer was 19. I think it went wall for our Tirst
year. The average attendance during the rest of the year was 32.

If you are looking for Christian fellowship and growth, bible study and
fun, come and join our Sunday 3chool. If you would like to see some-
thing different or new trled, or wish to see a study on a subject,
please let me know.
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I want to thank all the students, teachers, substitutes, helpers, CE
Board members and all at Cakdale who helpad and supported the minia-
try of the Sunday School with your preyers. I thank God for His many
blessings and His leadership, and I pray that His guidance will always
be with uz in the years to come.

Darryl Bunn
Sunday School Superintendent

OAKDALE BUILDER'S GROUF REFORT

The Builder's held an election for 1983 officera. New officers are:

Pregident: Arlsne Laska
Vice President: Jim Bunn
Ssoretary: Jo MoGarrah
Treasurer: Darryl Bunn

A typewriter and coffee urns were purchased and donated to the Church,
Monsy was donated toward the purchase of a Mimeo and a Stencil Cutter,
the parking lot, and the new Youth Leader. Material for a chair caddy
was purchased and Lloyd Laska built the ocaddy.

The Builder's agreed to sponsor the Oakdale Men's and Women's Bowling
TeamsS.

Several fund raisers were held:

Pancake Dinner

Pork and Sauwverkraut Dinner
PFig and Turkey Roast
Spaghettl Dinner

2 Rummage Sales

Thers are paveral items we are Adlssussing for futura purchase for the
Chureh. There was, as of December 2, 1983, #1045 in savings and
$842 in checking.

Tentative dates Tor 1984 are;

Pork and Sauwerkraut Dinner - March 2
Mother/Daughter Banquet - May 18
Rummage Sale = June 7 & A
Pather/Son Banquet - June 15
Spaghetti Dinner - Ootober 27

We express our appreciation to all who have supported and helped the
Bulldsr's in any way in 1983, We look forward to serving our Lord
in 1984,

Respectfully submitted,
Jo MeGarrah, Secretary
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On March 2, we held our meeting and sewed. Evelyn Richter jolned our
Cirele. So glad to have her join our group. Thanks to Evelyn and
Russell, we had chow mein snd all the trimmings for lunsh. PFastor
Erio, wife, Jo, and daughter, as well as Jim Long joined our time of
fellowship.

We sold various items and rugs at the Sauerkraut Dimmer in April.
We met again May 10, sewed some also. Still.il-ﬂ'va rugs to sell,

June 29th, we held our meeting., Made our yearly pledge of $100 to
the Church of which we paid %50 at the time.
















